THROUGH   TREASON  TO   POWER

must resign and von Papen be recalled. Hitler, if
necessary, could be Vice-Chancellor.

That night there was a meeting of von Papen, Hitler,
Hugenberg, Seldte, leader of the Stahlhelm, and
Dusterberg. CI must be Chancellor,5 Hitler insisted,
eor I refuse to support the new Cabinet.3

But Hugenberg appeared inflexible.

'Von Papen has Hindenburg's confidence. Von
Papen has our confidence. Von Papen it shall be/

Hugenberg and Seldte, supported by Meissner and
Oscar von Hindenburg, refused to yield. Hitler was
exasperated. His voice was tremulous and his eyes
watery. Nobody noticed that Herr von Papen had
crept out of the room.

*I shan't allow myself to be pushed aside,' Hitler
shouted.

Von Papen came back, very calmly, and whispered
something in his ear.

At dawn Herr von Alversleben burst into the
room.

'We must act quickly! Schleicher refuses to leave the
Chancellery. He has mobilized the Potsdam garrison
for an emergency.9

There was a general panic. Hugenberg and Seldte
feared nothing so much as a Red military dictatorship.

The news put the old President in a panic too. His
entourage became excited, and his Ministers trembled.
Von Papen alone smiled secretly, while Hitler made a
bold display of resolution. Was he not the strongest
man in Germany? Had he not the S .A. to pit against